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SHS Speech
My Dream for the Future

Oguni S.H.S.

"Two Hundred Thousand." What do you think this number represents? It is the number of
children abused in Japan each year. As someone who wants to be a childcare worker in the
future this is an important topic to me.

I am from Kawasaki City in Kanagawa but I am enrolled at Oguni High School in a study
abroad program. The charm of Oguni is that there are events every month where you can talk
with all sorts of people. You can get close to the local community in a way you can't easily
experience in the city. Interacting with the people there will help my growth as a person, which
1s important for my goal of becoming a childcare worker.

Children face many challenges, the most serious being problems like neglect and abuse. In the
context of Japan’s declining population, the loss of children through abuse seems senseless. 1
am heartbroken that there are those that won’t raise their children with care despite being
family. Furthermore, I wish for people who pretend not to see abuse to accept reality and act to
save the children.

Parents should take responsibility and accept that they are their children. They should have
the resolve to think, “I am all this child has.” I believe a lack of this is often what leads to cases
of abuse. It is also true that an abusive person may not be aware that they are abusive at all,
so they need education. We must make them aware of the fact that abuse is not just discipline.
Above all, emotional support for abused children is crucial. If you abuse your own child due to
your own past, the trauma will never end. Outside support is essential to break the cycle.

Others must also notice that something is wrong with a family as a way to combat abuse. It is
important to have a support system where if someone notices that a child seems unwell, they
can consult with the school or guidance center. It is essential to prevent child abuse before a
child’s life is lost. Some people say that it feels small and cramped, but I think an environment
like Oguni is ideal. There, the community, schools, and town hall are in close contact, and all
the residents watch over the children's growth. Parents and children who are having trouble
should not be out of sight.

As a high school student, what I can do now to combat child abuse is to build up a variety of life
experiences. By interacting with many people in Oguni, I will improve my communication skills
and learn to consider other people's feelings and thoughts. Additionally, living away from my
parents makes me think every day about taking responsibility for my own actions. I believe
that these two things will shape who I am when I become a childcare worker. I want to be a
kind and trustworthy adult who understands the feelings of those around me and who is always
there to lend a helping hand.
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Let’s Revive the Rainbow Colored Dream

Oguni S.H.S.

"I want to use magic. I want to transform. I want to help someone." — These were my
childhood wishes. I looked up to the cute and powerful magical girls, idols, and princesses in
stories. Their frilly skirts, beautiful dresses, and cute shoes are like magic. When I saw those
clothes on TV, I wanted to touch them. Those passions fill me with a desire to make the clothes
of my dreams real.

The picture books and anime I saw when I was young had a big effect on me, particularly those
like Super Sentai and Magical Girls. The characters in these stories often have strong
personalities, and sometimes villains get the spotlight too. As I saw more stories like this, my
cast of beloved characters grew.

For children the characters they admire become role-models. As kids we cherish these emotions
and they can have a big impact on our outlook. I had strong feelings towards my beloved
characters despite differences in gender, birthplace, etc... A survey of children under the age of
6 conducted by Mite, a child-development group, asked their reasoning for their future dreams.
More than 70% responded with their own interests over things like money and duty. This
suggests that the early dreams of a person show their true nature and affect their future. I
think it is important for all people to never forget the pure interests of childhood.

We hear the word “diversity” a lot, but have we lost sight of what diversity truly is? When I was
flipping through some books that I read as a child, I felt I understood a hint of what diversity
really means: The honest curiosity of youth, before stereotypes took root, is what’s needed for
real diversity.

Were you ever told that your favorite story was unrealistic, an impossible fantasy? With time,
these denials open us up to prejudice, turning the rainbow dreamscape of our youth into binary
black and white. In turn, we deny others their own interests. As time passes, our interests
weaken, and suddenly, our dreams become the fantasies of a child.

You cannot just train for fairness. You must recall the feelings you had when you were young,
set aside 1deas of what'’s possible, and feel the beauty of the rainbow dream. I believe that
accepting your dreams is akin to accepting those different from yourself.

I am planning on entering fashion school to pursue a career in fashion design. I want to recall
the colorful worlds that I loved when I was young, and express those dreams in a concrete form
through fashion. The scarlet scarf of a witch, the bumblebee fur of a terrifying beast, the
sparkling emerald one-piece, the blue skirt with waves like the southern seas — I want to etch
this rainbow patchwork into the fabric of my work. I hope you too will remember those
sparkling feelings from when you were little.
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