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1. About the School Education of Japan

@ The School Education System

(1) The School Education System
® The Japanese Education System Chart
(See page 6)

@ Education before Starting School

Before starting school, children from age 3 till they reach school age
can receive education in kindergartens.

® Compulsory Education

Compulsory education at elementary schools, junior high schools,
secondary schools (former curriculum) and schools for special needs
education (elementary department and junior high school department)
is for children aged 6 to 15 for a total of 9 years.

®Elementary and Secondary Education

Children enter elementary school (shougakkou) in the April
following their 6" birthday and study there for 6 years. After graduating
from elementary school they enter junior high school (chuugakkou) for
an additional 3 years of education.

Senior high school is for children who have completed the
elementary and junior high school compulsory education, where
regular and vocational education is offered, it is normally completed in
3 years.

There are also secondary schools for children who have
graduated from elementary school, where for a continuous 6 years the
remaining compulsory education (junior high school, former
curriculum) and the proceeding vocational education (senior high
school, latter curriculum) is offered.

For children with disabilities, there are schools for special needs
education (elementary department, junior high school department and
senior high school department). There are also elementary and junior
high schools with special classes for children with special needs or
resource rooms where disabled children receive classes when needed
depending on their disability while mainly attending classes with
normal children. Whichever the case may be, each child is provided
with a specially detailed education suited for their disabilities.
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The School Education System

Pre-school Elementary Secondary Higher
Education Education Education Education
. . Professional
Schools for Special Needs Education — e
Kindergarten Elementary Junior High School | Senior High School
Department Department Department Department
Professional
Colleges of Technology = courses
Miscellaneous Schools
Specialized Training Colleges,
General Courses
Specialized Training
Colleges
Part-time Professional
Courses Courses
Correspondence
Junior Courses
g Professional
ngh [ Courses
Schools . -
Specialized Training
Colleges, Specialized
. Courses
Senior
Kindergartens [ Elementary Schools High
Schools
Professional
Junior Courses
Colleges
Part-time Correspondence
Courses Course
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Courses
. . Graduate Schools
Secqgndary Universities -
Professional
Sctjools = Courses
(Former (Latter
curriculum) curriculum)
Correspondence
Courses
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@®Higher Education

Higher education is provided mainly through universities (daigaku) and junior
colleges (tandai). These institutions offer higher level, specialized education.
University education usually lasts for four years while education in junior colleges is
for two years. And there are graduate schools (daigakuin) (2 to 5 years) that offer a
much higher level of education.

There are vocational colleges (senmon gakkou) (usually for 2 years) that train
students in the skills and knowledge necessary for specific occupations.

(2) Educational Content

@ Curriculum
While following the Course of Study established by the Ministry of Education,

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, what the students study in school is
determined by each school.
Classlessons are normally conducted in Japanese.

® School Subjects
@ Elementary and Junior High Schools
In elementary school, students study the subjects Japanese (kokugo), social
studies (shakai), arithmetic (sansuu), science (rika), living environment studies
(seikatsu), music (ongaku), art and handicraft (zuga kousaku), home
economics (katei) and physical education (taiiku), moral education (doutoku),
foreign language activities,integrated studies and special activities are also taught.
Injunior high school, students study the subjects Japanese ( kokugo), social
studies (shakai), mathematics(suugaku), science (rika), music (ongaku), art
(bijutsu), physical education (taiiku), technology and home economics (gijutsu
katei) and foreign languages (gaikokugo), they also study moral education,
integrated studies and special activities. In foreign languages, Englishis usually
taught.

@Senior High Schools
In senior high school, the students study the subjects Japanese (kokugo),
geography and history (chiri rekishi), civics (koumin), mathematics (suugaku),
science (rika), health and physical education (hoken taiiku), technology
(gijutsu), foreign languages (gaikokugo), home economics (katei), and
information technology (jouhou). Senior high schools that have specialized

subjects teach subjects that conform to their speciality.
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®Schools for Special Needs Education
In schools for special needs education, aside from education conforming to
kindergarten, elementary, junior high school and senior high school education,
a special guidance course to improve and overcome the difficulties of having
a disability called [self-reliance activities (jiritsu katsudou)] is taught. A flexible
educational curriculum can also be made to suit the condition of the disability
ofthe child.

@ Textbooks
Textbooks used in elementary, junior high schools, secondary schools (former

curriculum) and the elementary and junior high school departments of schools for
special needs education are given to each student free of charge at the start of
each schoolyear.

However, textbooks are not free for senior high school students and secondary
school (latter curriculum) students. The senior high school department of schools
for special needs education can receive subsidies from prefectural boards of
education.

2 The amount spent to buy additional learning materials that are used in school has
to be paid.

@Grade level promotion and moving from one school level to the next

In Japan, there is no system for skipping grades for students in elementary,

junior high schools, senior high schools and schools for special needs education.

A student advances from one grade to the next. After completing their compulsory

education, in order to get into a senior high school, students are usually required to
pass an entrance examination.

@ Financial Assistance

Tuition fees for public elementary, junior high schools, schools for
special needs education (elementary and junior high school
departments) and secondary schools (former curriculum) are free.

If due of financial reasons it is difficult to enter the public
elementary or junior high school and the board of education of the city
(ward in some areas), town or village (hereinafter these are referred to
as municipal boards of education) officially recognizes this, financial
assistance can be received for school supplies and school lunches.

Please contact your local municipal board of education for details.
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@ Financial Assistance for Senior High School
Regardless of the school being a public or a private one, school
aid for senior high school tuition is available (there are conditions for
gualifying). If attending a private senior high school, the amount that
can be received will depend on the income of the family. Repayment
Is not required. Application forms are available at the schools.

For families with low income, each prefecture also has
scholarship projects aside from the scholarship benefits given to
senior high school students for other school expenses (expenses to
buy text books, learning materials, school supplies, etc.) besides the
tuition fee which does not need repayment, contact the person in
charge of senior high schools at your local municipal office.
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@ The School Organization

The public elementary and junior high schools are established by the
Municipal Board of Education. The public senior high schools and schools
for special needs education are established by the Prefectural Board of
Education but there are cases where the Municipal Board of Education
establishes them.

The organizational set-up of almost each school is as shown in the
diagram below.

(Prefectural School)

(Municipal, Ward, Town or Village School)

s

School
Organization

Faculty members School Doctor, etc.

Management

*Principal

Vice- - Teachers -School Doctor

Principal [Homeroom Teachers,SubjeciTeachers,J =School Dentist
Japanese Language teachers, efc. -School Pharmacist
-School Nurse - School Counselor 3%
= Nutrition Educator 3 etc.
- Office staff

=School Janitor

2 Depending on the school, there are cases when no one is placed in this position.
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2. Procedures for Starting School
(Elementary and Junior High Schools)

@ Flow of steps for starting (or transferring) school

YYTYYYYYYY |

Parents/Guardian

City, ward, town or village  Resident
registration counter at the municipal office.

Submit a notification of transferring into the
municipality (tennyuu todoke).

Board of Education of the city, ward, town
or village

Inform them of your desire to have your
children attend a Japanese school.

They will give you the "Application Form for Enroliment
of Non-Japanese Students" (Gaikokujin Jidou Seito
Nyuugaku Shinseisho) or the "Guide for School
Enrollment" (Shuugaku annai) (for children who will just
start to attend school).

Fill in the necessary items in the "Application
Form for Enrollment of Non-Japanese
Students" and submit it.

Confirm the the name
and address of the
designated school.

They will give you the "Enrollment Permit for Non-
Japanese Students" (Gaikokujin Jidou Seito
Nyuugaku Kyokasho) (they will give them to you as
soon as you submit the papers or they will send it by

mail).

...............)

Go to the designated school and discuss with the
school the child’s school life from now on.

Parents/Guardian QOThings to bring

* [School Entrance Permission for Foreign Children]
(Gaikokuijin jidou seito nyuugaku kyokasho)

* Documents from the home country’s school

(Like the Certificate of Enrollment and Transcript

of Records)
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At the school, the parents/guardians will be interviewed on the subjects
listed below to help make the child’s school life more successful.

- Students name and nickname - Sex « Birth date - Date of arrival in Japan

+ Nationality - Currentaddress - Period of stay - Planned stay - Growing up history

- Educational history at home country - School year at home country (humber of years at
school from the elementary level) -+ Japanese language study history

- Medical history and allergies, etc. - Favorite subjects - Strong points

 Hobbies + Aspirations for the future (course to take)

+ Family structure (Name) - Contact information and method (During emergencies, place
of employment, interpretation, etc.) - Way to go to and from the school

+ Family’s Japanese language study history - Interpreter, etc.

When a child of a foreigner goes to a Japanese school, basically the
child will receive the same education as a Japanese child gets.

In Japanese schools, a child’s school grade is determined by the
child’s age (children born from April 2 to April 1 of the following year will
belong to the same school grade). Consequently, the school grade
admitted into might be different from the school grade in the mother
country. However, if due to reasons like the child’s Japanese ability is not
enough, it was decided that it is not suitable for the child to be in the
curriculum for his age, the child may be admitted to a lower school grade
temporarily.

Aside from this, depending on the area, there may be cases when the
designated school may be changed to a different one to enable the child
to have enough Japanese language instruction. And if the child has a
handicap, the child may be admitted to a school for special needs
education or to an elementary or junior high school with special classes
for children with special needs.

Please consult the local municipal board of education regarding these

matters.
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@ Procedures for changing schools within Japan

In cases where there is a need to change schools due to a change of residence
within Japan or other reasons, it is necessary to do the following procedures.

Parents/Guardian |

eecccccccccccee ) ( School
Inform them that you will move to another area.
City, ward, town or village  Resident
0000000000 ) registration counter at the municipal office.
Submit a notification of transferring to another
municipality (tenshutsu todoke).

OOOOOOOOO0.0..O) ( School

They will give you 1) “Student Registration Certificate
(Zaigaku shoumeisho)” and 2) “Certificate for Provision of
Textbooks (Kyoukayoutosho Kyuuyo Shoumeisho)”.

City, ward, town or village that you moved to
ecce )

Parents/Guardian

Resident registration counter at the municipal office.

Submit a notification of transferring into the

municipality (tennyuu todoke) (within 14 days of
moving).

Board of Education of the city, ward, town
or village that you moved to

They will give you a “Notice of School Transfer
(Tennyuugaku tsuuchisho)” (or an “Enrollment Permit
(Nyuugaku kyokasho)”).

. School that the child will
Child 0000000000 )

transfer to

Submit the 1) “Student Registration Certificate
(Zaigaku shoumeisho)” and the 2) “Certificate for
Provision of Textbooks (Kyoukayoutosho Kyuuyo

Shoumeisho)”.

X After this, the procedure is the same as for transferring to another school
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©The municipal board of education and the school cooperates with
other municipalities to process the transfer of schools.

©When planning to transfer schools, please be sure to consult the
current school or the municipal board of education beforehand.

% In case of returning to home country, etc.

If you leave the country to return to your home country or for other

reasons, please be sure to consult the school or the municipal board of
education beforehand.
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3. About School Life

© A Day in School

The number of class hours varies depending on the day of the week
and the grade. There are usually no classes on Saturdays and Sundays.

One class period is usually 45 minutes in elementary schools and 50
minutes in junior high schools.

In elementary schools, the class teacher teaches most of the regular
subjects. In junior high schools, the teacher changes according to the
subject.

¢ Lunch Time (Kyuushoku jikan)

In most of the elementary and junior high schools, school lunch is
provided as part of the school’s educational activities. For the students to
set and clear the table afterwards is normal. Through eating a well-
balanced meal while having fun together, the students learn the proper
way of eating and having good relationships, different ways are devised
to enable the students to have a healthy life all their lives.

The parents or guardians pay for the cost of the lunch.

X If due to health or religious reasons there are food that cannot be
eaten, please consult the class or homeroom teacher.

@ Cleaning Hour (Souiji jikan)

In Japanese schools, students share the responsibilities of cleaning
the classrooms, school grounds, etc.

¢ Club Activities (Bu katsudou)
Those who wish to do so can join athletic or cultural activities after

school.
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@ A Year at School

Japanese schools start in April and end in March of the following year.
In most schools, the school year is divided into 2 to 3 terms.
The following is a list of the main school activities for each term. (The
example below is a 3-term school).
The name of the activities, what they are about and when they are
carried out vary depending on the region and school.

& 15t Term: April~July
OOpening Ceremony (Shigyou shiki) April
This is a ceremony to start the term. It is also done for the 2" term
(September) and the 3" term (January).
OEntrance Ceremony (Nyuugaku shiki) April
An event to celebrate the entrance of 1%t year students to the school.
The parents or guardians of the 1% year students also attend the
ceremony.
OHealth Check (Shintai sokutei/Teiki kenkou shindan) April~June
The height, weight, etc. of the students are measured, the eyesight,
etc are checked.
A doctor check the health of the students.
O School Trips (Shuugaku ryokou)
Usually for the highest grade level, everyone in the same grade goes
on a trip for several days.
O School Excursions and Study Trips (Ensoku/Kougai gakushuu)
The students go on an out-of-school trip for experience gaining
activities and to observe.
OClass  Observation/Parents-Teacher  Class  Meeting  (Jugyou
sankan/Gakyuu kondan kai)
The parents or guardians visit the school to see how their children
are doing in class and in school.
And then the teachers and parents or guardians exchange
information regarding the home and school life of the students.
OEnNd of the Term Ceremony (Shuugyou shikiu) July
A ceremony to declare the end of the term. It is also done at the end
of the 2" term (December).

& Summer Holiday (Natsu yasumi) End of July~End of August
Around 30~40 days vacation. (The number of days may vary depending on

the region)
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¢ 2" Term: September~December
O Opening Ceremony (Shigyou shiki) September
O Athletic Day (Undou kai/Taiiku taikai)

This is an event for students to enjoy exercising by doing activities
such as short distance running, relays, ball games and dancing, and by
cheering on their classmates

OMusic and Drama Appreciation (Ongaku, Engeki kanshoukai)
This is meant to help students grow spiritually by experiencing fine
drama and music.
O Student Performance and Cultural Festival (Gakugeikai, Bunkasai)
An event to view the work or reports made by the students that are in
exhibit, and to watch the students perform musical instruments or sing in
a chorus or perform a play.
OEnd of the Term Ceremony (Shuugyou shiki) December

€ Winter Holiday (Fuyu yasumi) End of December~Beginning of
January
This is a relatively short holiday of about 2 weeks. (The number of
days may vary depending on the region)

&3 Term : January~March
O Opening Ceremony (Shigyou shiki) January
O Graduation Ceremony (Sotsugyou shiki) March
An event to celebrate the graduation of the top grade level students.
OEnd of the Term Ceremony (Shuugyou shikiu) March
This is a ceremony not only to declare the end of the 3 term but also

the end of the school year.

€ Spring Holiday (Haru yasumi) End of March~Beginning of April)
After this holiday is over the students go up to the next grade or will
enter the next stage of education.
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ONational HolidaysO

The designated national holidays are as follows, national holidays are also

school holidays.
January 1 (Ganijitsu)
(New Year’s Day)

2nd Monday of January (Seijin no hi)
(Coming-of-Age Day)

February 11 (Kenkoku kinenbi)
(National Foundation Day)

March Vernal Equinox (Shunbun no hi)

April 29 (Showa no hi)
(Showa Day)

May 3 (Kempoukinenbi)

May 4 (Midori no hi)
(Green Day)

May 5 (Kodomo no hi)
(Children’s Day)

39 Monday of July (Umi no Hi)
(Ocean Day)

August 11 (Yama no hi)
(Mountain Day)

3rd Monday of September (Keirou no hi)
(Day of the Elderly)

September Autumnal Equinox
(Shuubun no hi)

2" Monday of October (Taiiku no hi)
(Health and Sports Day)

November 3 (Bunka no hi)
(Culture Day)

November 23 (Kinrou kansha no hi)
(Labor Day)

December 23 (Tennou tanjoubi)
(Emperor’s Birthday)

This day celebrates the beginning of the new year.

This ceremony is to acknowledge the entry into
adulthood of those turning 20. This celebration is to
encourage them as they strive to live their lives.

This is a day to remember the founding of the nation
and foster a patriotic attitude towards Japan.

This is a day to praise nature and appreciate all living
things.

A day to look back on the Showa era that went
through a day-to-day upheaval but was able to make
a recovery, and to spare a thought on the future of
the country.

This day commemorates the implementation of the
Japanese Constitution and expresses hope for the
growth of the nation.

This is a day to become familiar with nature in order to
appreciate its benefits and to grow spiritually.

This is a day to appreciate children’s personalities and
wish for their happiness, as well as to show
appreciation to mothers.

This is a day to appreciate the benefits found in the
sea and to wish for the prosperity of our ocean- bound
country.

This day is to give an opportunity to be familiar with the
mountains and to give thanks for the benefits they
provide.

(Starting from the year 2016)

This is a day to show respect to the elderly who have
contributed to the society for many years and to
celebrate their longevity.

This is a day of respect for one’s ancestors and to
remember the dead.

This is a day for getting involved in sports and
cultivating a healthy mind and body.

This is a day to love freedom and peace, and to
promote culture.

This is a day to appreciate each other’s labor and
productivity.

This day is to celebrate the birthday of the Emperor.
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€ Assessment

The school report cards on students’ academic record and life at school are sent by
the school to the students’families.

@ Rules and Regulations

Schools have various regulations so that every student can live a healthy and safe
life.

In elementary schools, most schools have no regulations regarding clothing and
belongings, however, the students usually change into comfortable and stretchable

clothing during physical education. In junior high schools, most schools have their own
school uniforms. Students wear comfortable shoes.

In the school buildings, students change into indoor shoes in most schools.
Most schools prohibit manicures and accessories such as pierced earrings to be
worn when going to school. Usually, a student may not buy and eat snacks in school.

© Health and Safety

The school pays strict attention to the health and safety of the students.

@ School Clinic (Hoken shitsu)
When a student gets sick or injured, the school nurse gives first aid in the school
clinic and, if necessary, will contact a hospital or the family. The school nurse also

monitors students’ health and gives health guidance and counselling at the school
clinic.

®
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# Regular Health Checks (Teiki kenkou shindan)

To monitor the students’ health condition, as dictated by the law, regular health
checks are done. Based on the results, treatment recommendations and health
guidance, etc., are givento the parents.

O Examinations done by the School
Height, weight, eyesight, hearing, tuberculosis, electrocardiogram, urinalysis, etc.
(notall health checks are given to all grades).

O Examinations done by the School Doctors
Internal medicine, eye doctor, ear/nose/throat doctor and dentist.

¢ National Agency for the Advancement of Sports and Health
[Disaster Mutual Benefit System] (Saigai kyousai kyuufu)
In case of accident or injury at the school, a “Casualty Insurance” system is
provided by the National Agency for the Advancement of Sports and Health.
The parents or guardians pay a part of the premium.

(@ Contacts between the School and the Families

There is a group in school called the PTA that consists of
parents/guardians and teachers. This group works together to support
education at school.

The group offers activities such as “Experiencing Nature with Parents
and Students” and “Safety Guidance for Travelling to and from the School,”
etc.
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4. About Educational Counseling

@ Educational Counseling in School

In Japanese schools, there are opportunities for educational counseling in which
parents/guardians and teachers exchange information about children’s issues.
Topics such as bullying, refusal to go to school, career guidance, etc., can be
discussed. When necessary, an interpreter will be made available.

€ Home Visitation (Katei houmon)
The class teacher visits the children’s home and discusses the child’s life at
school and at home. There are schools which do not do this.

4 Parent-Teacher Meetings (Hogoshakai)
Parents/guardians go to school to listen to the principal and/or talk with the
class teacher. Topics often relate to issues common to all the children as a group

rather than those of individual children.

4 Individual Interview (Kojin mendan)

This meeting normally takes place between the class teacher and either the
child or the parent/guardian. (It can take also place as a three- way discussion
including the child, parentandteacher.)

This is a good opportunity to talk about personal problems and concerns.
Individual interviews are done on a specific time and date which the class teacher
will advise beforehand. At some schools, if the parent/guardian will request it, the
interview can be done at a date that is convenient for the parent/guardian, other
considerations like arranging for an interpreter is also done.
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@ Educational Counseling Facilities Outside of School

There are other educational counseling facilities aside from the school. Prefectural
and municipal boards of education provide opportunities to consult about children’s
education on topics such as special support education for children with disabilities,
bullying, refusal to go to school, etc.

€ Educational Consultation Facilities of the Prefectural and Municipal
Governments
O School Entry Consultation
Consultations to the municipal board of education can be done through the
elementary and junior high schools, while consultations to the prefectural board of
education can be done through public senior high school and schools for special
needs education.

O Consultations for Foreigners
There are prefectural and municipal offices with a consultation counter
specially reserved for foreigners for general consultations including educational
consultations, and there are counters where consultations can be done in English,
Chinese, Portuguese, Spanish and other languages.
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[Example of Guidance for Entering School Form |
Date: / / (YY/MM/DD)

To: Parents/Guardians

From: Board of Education

Re: Entrance of Your Child into a Municipal School

Since your child is of eligible age for entrance to elementary (junior high school)
starting from April 1, please file the admission application form with the Board of
Education by / / (YY/MM/DD) if you would like to enroll your child in the
elementary (junior high school) written below.

All schools strive to eliminate prejudice and discrimination against people of
foreign countries, understand the culture and lifestyle of each country and foster a

positive attitude for living together in harmony.

Note

School Slated for Entrance:

School Entrance Date: / / (YY/MM/DD)
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