To parents/guardians of preschool-age children

—In considering enrollment in a Japanese kindergarten—
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There are three types of educational/day care
facilities for preschool-age children in Japan:
kindergartens  ("yochien"), day care centers
("hoikujo”), and centers for early childhood
education and care ("nintei kodomoen"). Here, we
explain the outline of kindergartens. The enrollment
requirements and fees differ for each kindergarten. If
you wish to enroll your child in a kindergarten,
please consult with the municipal office in your area
of residence or a nearby kindergarten.

For the outlines of the three types of facilities,
please also see the "Guidebook on Living and
Working—For foreign nationals who start living in
Japan" published on "A Daily Life Support Portal For
Foreign Nationals"(http://www.moj.go.jp/nyuukokuka
nri/kouhou/nyuukokukanri10_00055.html) and other
materials.
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[What is a kindergarten?]
A kindergarten is an educational institution which
children who have reached three years old and are
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minimum age for enrollment differs for each
kindergarten.
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The preschool age is not a period for children to
acquire knowledge by being taught, but a period for
them to acquire daily-life skills by trying things out by
themselves. Therefore, kindergartens provide
education for developing children's interpersonal
skills, thinking power, sensitivity, and expressive
power through play activities.

Children spend about four hours a day at a
kindergarten. Some kindergartens provide extended
care until early evening or nighttime in such cases
as where the parents/guardians work.
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e In considering enroliment

The enrollment requirements (age, area of
residence, etc.), necessary expenses for attending
kindergarten, commuting method (whether or not a
school bus service is available), and availability of
extended care until early evening or nighttime differ
for each kindergarten.

In addition, the categories of expenses that need
to be paid for attending kindergarten also differ for
each kindergarten, such as whether school bus fees,
school meal fees, or any other expenses are
charged in addition to the basic usage fees.

Since October 2019, the basic usage fees for
kindergartens, day care centers, and centers for
early childhood education and care are waived for
children from three to five years old. For details on
the eligibility for waived basic usage fees, please
inquire with the municipal office in your area of

\residence.
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