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Skill use by occupational groups
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Is there no end 
to the expansion of 
higher education?

Can we extend mass 
education for some to 

personalised learning for all?

How successful do 
institutions engage with 
evolving learning needs?

Who can make a 
systemic difference to 

closing skills gaps?
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Skills shortages and unemployment coexist
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Evidence on the link between skill mismatch and earnings
Skill mismatch and earnings are strongly related
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Is there no end 
to the expansion of 
higher education?

Will institutions succeed 
shifting responsibility for 
learning to the learner?

Who can make a 
systemic difference to 

closing skills gaps?

Can we extend mass 
education for some to 

personalised learning for all?

skip
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Participation in higher education among students whose 
parents have low levels of education (2009)
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Participation in higher education among students whose 

parents have high levels of education (2009)
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Note: The number of students attending higher education are under-reported for Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United 
States compared to the other countries as they only include students who attained ISCED 5A, while the other countries include
students who attained ISCED 5A and/or 5B. Therefore, the omission of data on 5B qualifications may understate 
intergenerational mobility in these countries.
1. Data source  from Adult Literacy and Lifeskills Survey (ALL) of 2006.

A close relationship between equity at school 
and equity in higher education

The weaker the influence of social background on learning outcomes at school (PISA)…t
he

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

it
 is

 t
ha

t 
pe

op
le

 w
it

h 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
d 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
s 

m
ak

e 
it

 in
to

 h
ig

he
r 

ed
uc

at
io

n



5757
O

E
C

D
 J

ap
an

 S
em

in
ar

To
ky

o,
 6

 F
eb

ru
ar

y
20

13
A

nd
re

as
 S

ch
le

ic
he

r

H
ig

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n 

in
 th

e 
er

a 
of

 g
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Sw
ed

en
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d
N

or
wa

y
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

Fi
nl

an
d

U
ni

te
d 

Ki
ng

do
m

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

D
en

m
ar

k
Es

to
ni

a
Ge

rm
an

y
Ca

na
da

A
us

tr
ia

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
Ko

re
a

A
us

tr
al

ia
O

EC
D

 a
ve

ra
ge

Sl
ov

en
ia

Cz
ec

h 
Re

pu
bl

ic
Be

lg
iu

m
Sp

ai
n

Ir
el

an
d

It
al

y
Po

rt
ug

al
Po

la
nd

Gr
ee

ce
Tu

rk
ey

H
un

ga
ry

25-34 year-olds 55-64 year-olds

Participation in non-formal education, 
by age group

Chart C6.2



5858
O

E
C

D
 J

ap
an

 S
em

in
ar

To
ky

o,
 6

 F
eb

ru
ar

y
20

13
A

nd
re

as
 S

ch
le

ic
he

r

H
ig

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n 

in
 th

e 
er

a 
of

 g
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8
H

un
ga

ry

Be
lg

iu
m

A
us

tr
ia

U
ni

te
d 

Ki
ng

do
m

Sp
ai

n

Ca
na

da

Po
la

nd

D
en

m
ar

k

Gr
ee

ce

Po
rt

ug
al

O
EC

D
 a

ve
ra

ge

N
or

wa
y

It
al

y

Ge
rm

an
y

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

Fi
nl

an
d

Cz
ec

h 
Re

pu
bl

ic

Es
to

ni
a

Sw
ed

en

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic

Men Women Total

Chart C6.5

Ratio

Ratio of expected cost of working time devoted to 
employer-sponsored non-formal education  to annual 

labour cost over the working life (2007) 
In equivalent USD converted using purchasing power parities, employed  25-64 year-olds, by gender
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OECD average

Annual labour costs of employer-sponsored non-formal 
education as a percentage of GDP (2007)

Employed  25-64 year-olds

Compares with 1.6% 
for higher education
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Making lifelong learning a reality for all

Skills by age
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