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Is there no end 
to the expansion of 
higher education?

How successful do 
institutions engage with 
evolving learning needs?

Who can make a 
systemic difference to 

closing skills gaps?

Can we extend mass 
education for some to 

personalised learning for all?

Four questions…
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The composition of the global talent pool has changed…
Countries’ share in the population with tertiary education, for 25-34 and 55-64 year-

old age groups,

55-64-year-old population 25-34-year-old population

About 39 million people 
who attained tertiary level

About 81 million people 
who attained tertiary level
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The composition of the global talent pool has changed…
Countries’ share in the population with tertiary education, for 25-34 and 55-64 year-

old age groups
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Current and future stock of high qualifications
Proportion of populations with tertiary education and potential growth (2010)
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Graduation rates from higher education, by gender 
Tertiary-type A graduation rates (first-time graduation) (2010)
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Evolution in the number of students enrolled outside 
their country of citizenship (2000 to 2010)

By region of destination
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Will we one day all have a university degree 
and work for the minimum wage?

A growing educational divide
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Positive relationship between education and employment 
Percentage of 25-64 year-olds in employment, by level of education (2010)
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Consumption or economic use?
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Skills acquisition and use, 25-64 year-olds 
with a tertiary education (2009)
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Average GDP growth  (real percentage change from the previous 
year) and labour income growth in GDP, by educational categories 
Countries with at least five years of growth estimates by educational categories; GDP growth 

estimates are matched with years of education growth estimates  (2000-2010)
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Change in annual labour-income growth in GDP, by 
educational categories during the crisis
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Can we ensure sustainable financing?
Who should pay for what, when and how?
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0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90
Ch

ile
Ko

re
a

U
ni

te
d 

Ki
ng

do
m

Ja
pa

n
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

A
us

tr
al

ia
Is

ra
el

Ca
na

da
Ru

ss
ia

n 
Fe

de
ra

ti
on

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

It
al

y
M

ex
ic

o
Po

la
nd

O
EC

D
 a

ve
ra

ge
Sl

ov
ak

 R
ep

ub
lic

Po
rt

ug
al

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

Sp
ai

n
Cz

ec
h 

Re
pu

bl
ic

Es
to

ni
a

A
rg

en
ti

na
Fr

an
ce

Ir
el

an
d

Ge
rm

an
y

Sl
ov

en
ia

A
us

tr
ia

Be
lg

iu
m

Sw
ed

en
Ic

el
an

d
D

en
m

ar
k

Fi
nl

an
d

N
or

wa
y

2009 2005 2000

Chart B3.3

%



3939
Lo

nd
on

, 1
0 

S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

01
2

A
nd

re
as

 S
ch

le
ic

he
r

E
du

ca
tio

n 
at

 a
 G

la
nc

e 
20

12

Average tuition fees and proportion of students who 
benefit from public loans and/or scholarships/grants

Tertiary-type A, public institutions, academic year 2008-09, national full-time students

United States

United Kingdom

Japan
Australia

New Zealand

Netherlands

Italy SpainAustria
Belgium (Fl.)

Belgium (Fr.)
France

Switzerland

Finland

Norway
Denmark

SwedenIceland
Mexico

-1 000

 0

1 000

2 000

3 000

4 000

5 000

6 000

7 000

0 25 50 75 100
Chart B5.1 % of students who benefit from public loans AND/OR scholarships/grants

A
ve

ra
ge

 tu
iti

on
 fe

es
 c

ha
rg

ed
 b

y 
pu

bl
ic

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
 in

 U
S

D

Group 1:
No (or low) financial barriers 

for tertiary studies due to 
tuition fees and a high level of 

student aid. 

Group 2:
Potentially high financial 

barriers for entry to 
tertiary-type A education, 
but also strong student 

support.

Group 3:
Extensive and 

broadly uniform cost 
sharing across 

students, student 
support systems 
somewhat less 

developed. 

Group 4:
Relatively low financial barriers 

to entry to tertiary education and 
relatively low support

Bubble size 
shows 

graduation rates



4040
Lo

nd
on

, 1
0 

S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

01
2

A
nd

re
as

 S
ch

le
ic

he
r

E
du

ca
tio

n 
at

 a
 G

la
nc

e 
20

12

Average tuition fees and proportion of students who 
benefit from public loans and/or scholarships/grants

Tertiary-type A, public institutions, academic year 2008-09, national full-time students

United States

United Kingdom

Japan
Australia

New Zealand

Netherlands

Italy SpainAustria
Belgium (Fl.)

Belgium (Fr.)
France

Switzerland

Finland

Norway
Denmark

SwedenIceland
Mexico

-1 000

 0

1 000

2 000

3 000

4 000

5 000

6 000

7 000

0 25 50 75 100
Chart B5.1 % of students who benefit from public loans AND/OR scholarships/grants

A
ve

ra
ge

 tu
iti

on
 fe

es
 c

ha
rg

ed
 b

y 
pu

bl
ic

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
 in

 U
S

D



4141
O

E
C

D
 J

ap
an

 S
em

in
ar

To
ky

o,
 6

 F
eb

ru
ar

y
20

13
A

nd
re

as
 S

ch
le

ic
he

r

H
ig

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n 

in
 th

e 
er

a 
of

 g
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n

Public support for education in tertiary education 
Public support for education to households and other private entities as a percentage of total 

public expenditure on education, by type of support (2009)
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Chart B5.3
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Is there no end 
to the expansion of 
higher education?

Who can make a 
systemic difference to 

closing skills gaps?

Can we extend mass 
education for some to 

personalised learning for all?

How successful do 
institutions engage with 
evolving learning needs?
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The qualifications we obtained 
don’t always equate to the skills we have...

…because we continue to learn after obtaining a degree
…and because we lose skills that we do not use
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Learning beyond institutions
Cross-sectional skill-age profiles for youths by education and work status
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